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Summary

Herbicides can be an effective and sometimes essential tool to protect native plant biodiversity.

Scope

This CNPS position statement pertains to non-native plant management in wildlands and other
areas where there is a threat to the health and biodiversity of native plants. It does not address
non-native plant management in landscaped parks, agricultural lands, roadsides, residential
areas, or similar settings if the non-native plants do not threaten native plant communities.

Rationale

The CNPS mission is to “protect California’s native plants and their natural habitats, today and
into the future, through science, education, stewardship, gardening, and advocacy”.

Invasive plants are among the greatest threats to native plant biodiversity (CNPS 2024a [PRI-96],
IPBES 2023). CNPS promotes Integrated Weed Management (IWM) as the approach to
addressing invasive plants (CNPS 2024b [PRI-08b]).

In the context of IWM, CNPS supports the responsible use of herbicides when they are part of
the most effective and least ecologically disruptive approach (CNPS 2024c [PRI-08a], Cal-IPC
2015).

Herbicides, like other vegetation treatments, can have adverse effects. To minimize such
impacts on human health, livestock, wildlife, and native plants, CNPS is committed to following
science-based best management practices developed for the use of herbicides (CNPS 2024c
[PRI-08a], Cal-IPC 2015), and state and federal laws.
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Working Definitions (as in CNPS 2024a [PRI-96] and CNPS 2024c [PRI-08a])

Native plant: any plant species (or infra-specific taxon, including but not limited to subspecies
and variety) present at a site prior to European contact. These species may have since shifted
location or genetic composition in response to environmental change without human
involvement through natural processes such as seed dispersal, succession, and natural
selection.!

Non-native? plant: a plant species (or infra-specific taxon, including but not limited to, subspecies
and variety) that does not meet the above definition of native.

Invasive plant: a non-native plant species (or sub species or variety as above) that is able to
proliferate, spread, and aggressively alter or displace native biological communities, causing
harm to the environment, economic activities, or human health.

Herbicide: chemicals used to manipulate or control undesirable vegetation.

1 This does not include new taxa created following hybridization with non-native plants introduced to an area, or
natural dispersal of plants introduced by humans, post contact.
2 Non-native plants are often referred to as “exotic” or “alien” plants.
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