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The CNPS Education Program 
provides opportunities for 

people of all backgrounds to 
form emotional and intellectual 
connections with native plants.



CNPS 
Education 
Program

Education Program Goals:

❖ Create connections

❖ Encourage life-long learning

❖ Support Diversity, Equity, 

Inclusion, and Justice (DEIJ)

❖ Foster professional 

development

❖ Support native plant science



Chapter 
Listening 
Sessions

❖ Co-create a shared vision for education 

across the state

❖ Hosted by Education staff

❖ Representatives from 25 CNPS chapters 

participated

❖ Virtual discussions and survey



Current 
Chapter 
Programming

❖ Chapter meetings

❖ Speaker presentations

❖ Field trips

❖ Plant sales

❖ Gardening information

❖ Garden tours

❖ Wildflower shows

❖ Restoration activities

❖ Tabling at events

❖ Scholarships for students



Current 
Chapter 
Needs

Resources for 
teachers & 
students

Activities for 
kids

Resources 
about 

landscaping 
w/ native plants

More connection 
& resource 

sharing between 
chapters

More support for 
communications

Resources on 
how to reach a 
more diverse 

audience

Workshops for 
the general 

public

Support with 
recruitment



Current 
Chapter 
Needs



Values and 
Themes



Values and 
Themes

What feeling do you want people to have when they 

leave a CNPS educational experience?



Recommended 
Resources for 
Chapters

Top 
Priorities 
(next 2 
years)

CNPS 
educational 
interpretive 
themes & 

messaging
Platform for 

resource 
sharing 
across 

chapters

School 
curriculum 

resources (in 
progress)

Tabling/ 
outreach 

toolkit (w/kids 
activities) & 
garden tour 

toolkit

Increased 
training & 

support for 
communications 

platforms

Multilingual 
resources on 
landscaping 



Questions?



Discussion
What does connecting to native plants 

look like to you?



cnps.org

Next Conference:

▪ Either January/February 2026, 
or October/November 2025

▪ Currently researching venues 
in Southern California

▪ Want to be involved in the visionary 
planning group? Contact Alyssa 
(ahuante@cnps.org)

THE CNPS 
CONSERVATION CONFERENCE

CNPS 
Conference 
Planning
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